Workshop “Towards a greater awareness of low-noise outdoor machinery “

Date and place: 29 October, 2010, Brussels, hotel Bloom 
Program
(version May 2010)

The goal of the workshop is

· To discuss policy instruments in order to further enhance visibility of environmentally friendly (including low-noise) machinery

· To trigger information exchange between different policy areas

· To start a dialog between decision-makers, manufacturers and consumers to enhance environmental commitment

The focus should be set on market-related policy instruments for promoting low-noise machinery. 
	Registration, 9:30-10:00

	Introduction

	10:00-10:45

	· Welcome speech (high-level representative of DG ENTR) 10 min
· Noise and health [in work envir]: scientific review (OSHA-EU)  15 min
· WHO about noise and health: (WHO: Kim Rokho) 15 min


	Morning session, “EU noise related policy”

	10:45-12:30


	· Existing noise-related EU-policy. Speaker: policy experts from the DG ENTR and DG ENV (Mr.Gergely). Elements to cover in presentation: to give in one presentation a short overview of stakeholder obligations for environmental noise directive, source-related directives (OND, machinery directive, OHS directive…) 30 min
· Integrated product policy at EU level: methodology, advantages and difficulties). Speaker: Martin Eifel, DG ENTR or Marc Pallemaerts, Institute for European Environmental Policy. Elements to cover in presentation: eco-design, eco-label, energy label, green public procurement, eco-taxes, voluntary initiatives, to focus on available instruments, where potential exists to be related to noise 30 min

	Lunch break 12:30 –13:30

	Afternoon session, “Examples of good practices”

	13:30 -16:00
Coffee break: 14:30-14:45
	· Eco-labels: a cross-comparison. (Bernd Merz) Elements to cover in presentation: Nordic swan, Blaue Engel, the European eco-label: what categories of outdoor machinery addressed, what requirements are set.  30 min
· Dutch experience: Tax-Relief Program (MIA/VAMIL) Speaker: expert from SenterNovem (Mr Johan van Zwet) Elements to cover in presentation:  elements of the program: scope, instruments, budget, success indicators etc. 30 min
· Tyre labels (fuel efficiency, safety and noise). Speaker from DG ENTR. 30 min

· EGMF proposal of noise label for garden machinery. Speaker from EGMF (Mr Gwozd?) 30 min

	Discussions: “Benefits and opportunities of further policy development”, 16:00-17:00
Discussion moderator: Mr. Michael Dittrich


